Dubject : Chinese Coin oO Grnament? Tybbs, Robert Hamilton os 
Clo W 24th Sr] 


August 4, 1937 
Dear Mr. Tubbs? 
The other day Mr. Clark brought me the large Chines pisce. 


This is not a coin but is really an ornament. The Chinese for 
centuries have been making ornaments, talismen, ceremonial pieces, 
and votive offerings to temples in imitation of coins but generally 
very much larger than the actual coin. Also, they have been making 
the pieces with the obverse inscription copied from a coin but with all 
Serts of designs on the reverse. Besides these cleces they have also 
been making for all the bbove reasons pieces without any similitude 
at all to coins. 


I would put your plece as a large-sized copy of a coin with an 
ornamental reverse which the original coin would not have. I would 
also put your piece as having heen made within the last 75 years. It has 
always been the custom of the Chinese to either paint or to patinate such 
pieces so as to make them lik old. The patine of your piece is far 
better than they usually do and woild deceive many people. 


The inscription on the obverse is taken from a coin generally 
assigned to the Emperor Wu Ti of the Northern Chou Dynasty who ruled 
from 561 to 572 A.D. Personally I hawe always questioned this attribution 
as ree n that I have ever seen with this inscription is as old as this 
period. 


It has been a very coiamon practice to make large ornamented pieces 
with this inscription which does not give the name of any ruler but states 
in Chinese "Five Elements Large Coin." The five elements are water, fire, 
metal, wood, earth, which comprise everything and from which all things 
were made. Therefore a literal translation of this quotation would mean, 
"Large Coin that could buy anything on earth." 


Very truly yours, 


Curator 
hw kw 


ROBERT HAMILTON TUBBS 
LONDON TERRACE 


